
May 29th – June 3rd 2018 
Opera at Lismore Castle  
Music in the Blackwater Valley

By Gioachino Rossini



FOUR NIGHTS OF OPERA IN THE SPECTACULAR  

SURROUNDINGS OF LISMORE CASTLE, CO WATERFORD.

Plus a series of recitals in the unforgettable  

houses of the Blackwater Valley.

EXPERIENCE IRELAND’S 
MOST BEAUTIFUL  
OPERA FESTIVAL.

May 29th – June 3rd 2018 

www.blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com
+353 (0) 85 2078944



The Blackwater Valley, running through Ireland’s 

Ancient East, is one of the most historic and 

beautiful parts of Ireland. 

Graceful stately homes, beautiful gardens and 

castles dot the river banks, and the most famous  

of all is Lismore Castle.

Building on the legacy of the Lismore Opera 

Festival, and featuring opera that is unforgettable, 

excellent and fun, we are changing our name. 

The Blackwater Valley Opera Festival is a musical 

chance to connect with old friends and meet with 

new. The location plays a starring role, as guests 

picnic in the Castle gardens, or enjoy formal dining 

to get into the mood.

 

Lismore is also home to Lismore Castle Arts, 

where during the Festival you can discover Rashid 

Johnson’s exhibition at the gallery in the Castle 

Gardens, and the group exhibition, Where Facts 
Don’t Matter at St Carthage Hall.

Exploring the surrounding landscape, while 

enjoying music by established stars and faces  

of the future, and discovering some of the  

Great Houses of the Blackwater Valley are even 

more ingredients ingredient that makes this 

summer music festival so special. 

www.blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com
+353 (0) 85 2078944

Come join us!

WELCOME TO
IRELAND’S ANCIENT EAST



This year, Artistic Director, Dieter Kaegi, is delighted 

to have programmed Rossini’s tale of intrigue, 

comedic mischance, and the triumph of love – and 

of strong women! L’Italiana in Algeri was premiered 

in Venice in 1813, and has been delighting audiences 

for more than 200 years. 

Fusing sustained energy with elegant melodies, 

the opera tells the tale of Elvira and Isabella, who 

must together make a plan to ensure that love will 

conquer all. Expect wonderful music along the way 

to the final rousing resolution.

www.blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com
+353 (0) 85 2078944

200 YEARS
OF PASSION

Cast:
Mustafa – Leonardo Galeazzi
Isabella – Rachel Kelly
Lindoro – Javier Abreu
Elvira – Rachel Croash
Taddeo – Rory Musgrave
Zulma – Sandra Oman
Haly – Rory Dunne

Creative Team:
Conductor – Marco Zambelli
Director – Pierre Emmanuel Rousseau
Sets and Costumes - Slawek Narwid



www.blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com
+353 (0) 85 2078944

BOOK YOUR TICKETS FOR THE 
BLACKWATER VALLEY OPERA  
FESTIVAL NOW

Schools Night 
Tuesday 29th May

L’Italiana in Algeri
Schools Night, free to local schools by invitation

Charity Gala Evening
Supporting Enable Ireland

Wednesday 30th May 
L’Italiana in Algeri

Night at the Opera 
Friday 1st June 
L’Italiana in Algeri

Opera Finale 
Saturday 2nd June 
L’Italiana in Algeri

OPERA, RECITALS, CONCERTS,  
FOOD & DRINK / Plan Your Festival

Peter Murray on the brilliant  
and eccentric creative talents 

of West Waterford.  
Red Hall, Lismore.

BVOF Opera Chorus  
sing Duets and Arias. 
Villierstown Church.

Garsington Opera Soprano 
Alison Rose, Nevill Holt Opera 
Bartione Tristan Hambleton, 

accompanied by Simon Lepper. 
Dromore Yard.

Lismore Castle Gardens 
open to Opera ticket holders. 

Opera Dinner by Eunice Power 
for l’Italiana in Algeri.  

Lismore Castle Gardens.

Night at the Opera  
l’Italiana in Algeri.  

Lismore Castle Gardens. 

Special pre-show supper by 
Wildside at Dromore Yard. 

Booking essential.

Cellist Nadège Rochat plays  
Ina Boyle and other Irish 

Composers of the Early 20th 
Century, Dromore Yard.

Lismore Castle Gardens 
open to Opera ticket holders. 

Opera Dinner by Eunice Power 
for l’Italiana in Algeri, Lismore 

Castle Gardens.

Charity Gala Evening  
l’Italiana in Algeri, supporting  

Enable Ireland.  
Lismore Castle Gardens. 

Schools Night 
l’Italiana in Algeri. 

Lismore Castle Gardens.

Irish Heritage Winners
Adam Heron,  

Maria McNamee and  
Rebecca Murphy. 
at Dromore Yard

Special Double Bill Lunch at 
Dromore Yard featuring pizza, 
salads and an ice cream finale 

Booking Essential.

RDS Collins Memorial  
Award winning Pianist,  

Máire Carroll plays a 
special concert at 

St Carthage’s Cathedral.

Gavan Ring and Denise Crowley 
play Beethoven and Schumann  

at Salterbridge House.

Lismore Castle Gardens open  
to Opera ticket holders. 

Opera Dinner by Eunice Power 
for l’Italiana in Algeri.  

Lismore Castle Gardens.

Opera Finale  
l’Italiana in Algeri.  

Lismore Castle Gardens. 

Members of the Opera Orchestra 
play a special recital of Chamber 

Music at Cappoquin House.

See new stars from the  
Royal Irish Academy of Music and 

Cork School of Music  
at Tourin House.

Tues May 29th

12 Noon

1pm

3pm

5.30pm

6pm

8.15pm

Wed May 30th Thurs May 31st Fri June 1st Sat June 2nd Sun June 3rd

€85 -€200

€50 €50 €50 €50

From €20 €85 -€200 €85 -€200

From €20

From €20 €10 (Concessions Free)

From €20 From €20

From €25

From €20

€20

Free by Invitation

€10

Book online at www.blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com,  

or contact Emma on +353 (0) 85 2078944  

boxoffice@blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com

Subject to C
hange.

Please check w
ebsite for updates.

Recitals Dining Opera Castle Gardens OpenTalks



www.blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com
+353 (0) 85 2078944

Music may be the food of love, but wonderful 
food makes the music all the sweeter. 

The Opera Menu 
This year we’re proud to offer a unique three-
course menu by chef, Eunice Power. The meal 
will be available at all performances of L’Italiana 
In Algeri and must be pre booked. 

The operatic adventures are of course set 
within Algeria and the Mediterranean coastline, 
and Eunice has used this region as inspiration, 
with a menu featuring flatbreads, a mezze 
selection, slow roast lamb with pomegranate 
molasses, and mint tabbouleh. A vegetarian 
option is also available. 
Advance booking essential, €50.00

Dine informally with a Middle Eastern inspired 
Picnic Box by Mezze of Waterford.  

Advance booking essential, €16.00

Dromore Yard Dining 

This year we are also delighted to announce 
that we will have fabulous feasts at our newest 
venue, Dromore Yard. Ted Berner of Wildside 
will provide a three course sit-down dinner 
to include a special spit roast, before Nadège 
Rochat’s beautiful cello recital on the evening 
of Thursday May 31st at 6pm. 
Advance booking essential, €50.00 

Dine informally with a Middle Eastern inspired 
Picnic Box by Mezze of Waterford.  
Advance booking essential, €16.00 

Make it a double bill of recitals at Dromore Yard 
on Festival Friday with music by the winners 
of the Irish Heritage Bursary Awards in the 
morning and singers from the Garsington and 
Nevill Holt Operas after lunch. 

Treat yourself to lunch on the river banks with 
pizza by Volcano, Middle Eastern salads by 
Mezze of Waterford and ice-cream by  
Yum Gelato.  

Advance booking essential, lunch €25.00 

DINING & HOSPITALITY 
AT THE FESTIVAL

Pre-order your wines to accompany your festival feasts  
online at www.blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com



www.blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com
+353 (0) 85 2078944

TALKS & 
RECITALS

The Recitals Series bring 
music to the Great Houses  
of the Blackwater Valley, 
giving you the chance to 
explore this unique part  
of Ireland

Experience chamber music 
in elegant homes and, 
after the concert, explore 
the famous gardens at 
Salterbridge, Tourin and 
Cappoquin Houses

Opera lovers can enjoy an afternoon of duets 

and arias at Villierstown Church, as a taster 

for the Opera itself, or simply as a very special 

afternoon out in this historic village. A concert 

in St Carthage’s Cathedral makes the most of 

this beautiful building’s wonderful acoustics, 

while the musical sessions at Dromore Yard, a 

restored romantic eighteenth century farm yard, 

are made even more special by lunch and dinner 

options, for the perfect day out.

We are delighted to announce a new element 

to the programme: a talk by Peter Murray at 

Lismore’s Red Hall, exploring the back stories 

and secret lives of some of the people who 

have made the Blackwater Valley their home, 

throughout the ages.

This year also introduces The Masterpiece Series 

of concerts, designed to showcase the newest 

talent at a pivotal point in these extraordinarily 

talented artists’ lives.

Thursday May 31st
Red Hall, Lismore – 12 Noon

Talk: To Bend a Knotted Oak

The Blackwater Valley has always been a fertile 

ground for creativity. Art historian and writer, 

Peter Murray takes a look at some of the 

brilliant, and occasionally eccentric creative 

talents nurtured in the sylvan setting of West 

Waterford. Discover the stories behind many of 

the famous people and places in this beautiful 

part of the world. Start your Festival here, to set 

the scene for the wonderful and musical  

days to come.

50 minutes €10.00

Thursday May 31st
Villierstown Church – 3.00 pm

Blackwater Valley Opera Chorus

Members of the Blackwater Valley Opera 

Festival Chorus present arias, duets and 

ensembles from favourite operas from around 

the world. Whether you’re attending L’Italiana in 

Algeri or not, you can get into the operatic spirit 

with this lively, engaging and hugely enjoyable 

concert in the gorgeous Queen Anne-style 

space, which was built in 1750, by John Villiers, 

the 1st Earl Grandison

60 minutes, from €20.00

Check the website for discounts and dining offers too.



www.blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com
+353 (0) 85 2078944Dromore Yard, Co.Waterford

DINE AT DROMORE YARD  

and make it an unforgettable night as Ted Berner 

of Wildside offers a three course sit-down dinner 

at 6pm, ahead of Nadège Rochat’s concert.  

Enjoy a special spit roast centrepiece, together 

with carefully chosen sides, at the romantic  

Dromore Yard. 

Dinner €50.00

Or enjoy a picnic with our vegetarian Picnic Box 

from Mezze of Waterford for €16.00

OFFER: 
Book your Wildside dinner together with your 

tickets for Nadège Rochat and enjoy  

a 15% discount.

Thursday May 31st
Dromore Yard – 8.15 pm

Nadège Rochat with Dearbhla Collins

Internationally renowned, Swiss cellist, Nadège 

Rochat, plays music by Ina Boyle, and traces 

similarities with the work of Gabriel Fauré, through 

the Elegies of both composers. The concert 

continues with Franck’s beautiful Sonata for 
violoncello and piano, concluding with a flourish, 

with Paganini’s Variations on a theme from ‘Mosè 
in Egitto’ by Rossini. Accompanied by Dearbhla 

Collins on piano, this promises to be a very special 

concert in the Blackwater Valley’s beautiful and 

romantic new venue. 

60 minutes, from €20.00.  



TALKS & 
RECITALS

Friday June 1st
Dromore Yard – 12 Noon

Masterpiece Series:  
The Irish Heritage Bursary Awards

The Blackwater Valley Opera Festival Masterpiece 
series gives you a first look at future famous names, 
by showcasing the best in new musical voices. 
Although historically a Masterpiece was the piece 
of work produced by an apprentice in order to 
become a Master Craftsman, now it has come to 
mean an artist’s greatest work. We think we have 
a little of both with this concert featuring winners 
of the Irish Heritage Bursary Awards. Pianist Adam 
Heron will play pieces by Chopin and Scriabin. 
Maria McNamee’s harp programme includes Marcel 
Grandjany’s Fantasy on a theme of Haydn, which 
is haunting and joyful by turns. Soprano Rebecca 
Murphy’s wonderful programme features pieces by 
Mendelssohn, Duparc and Samuel Barber, linked by 
texts that have been set by Irish poets.

60 minutes, from €20.00 

Friday June 1st
Dromore Yard – 3.00 pm

Guests from the Garsington and  
Nevill Holt Operas

Opera Festivals have created excitement, 

energy, and brought opera to new audiences in 

some truly gorgeous settings. We are delighted 

to partner with two of our favourites, the 

Garsington and Nevill Holt Operas, to bring you 

this recital featuring Soprano Alison Rose from 

Garsington, and Baritone Tristan Hambleton 

from Nevill Holt, accompanied by acclaimed 

pianist, Simon Lepper. The programme includes 

Mendelssohn duets, solos by Schubert (Tristan) 

and Fauré (Alison), and a memorable set of 

folksongs from Benjamin Britten. 

60 minutes, from €20.00

Saturday June 2nd
St Carthage’s Cathedral – 12 Noon

Masterpiece Series: Máire Carroll

We are delighted to welcome the RDS Collins 
Memorial Award winning Pianist, Máire Carroll 
to play a very special concert at St Carthage’s 
Cathedral, Lismore.  This concert is being given 
in support of the community at Lismore, with 
all proceeds going to The Cathedral Fund and 
its chosen charities. Fresh from the success of 
her debut album, ROADS, Máire’s concerts are 
hugely engaging affairs. For Lismore, she has 
put together a programme that includes Bach’s 
Chromatic Fantasy and Fugue in D Minor, two 
pieces written especially for her by Sebastian 
Adams and inspired by the events of 1916, 
works by French composer Cécile Chaminade, 
together with some sunny moments from 

Gershwin and Rodgers & Hammerstein.

60 minutes €20.00 This concert is free for 
under 18s, students and OAPs (Reservation required)

Saturday June 2nd
Salterbridge House – 3.00 pm

Gavan Ring

Baritone Gavan Ring makes a welcome return to 

Lismore to perform at the beautiful and historic 

Salterbridge House. Hailing from Co Kerry,  

and an award winning singer, Gavan has a 

string of operatic credits to his name, including 

most recently the title role in Mozart’s Don 
Giovanni for Welsh National Opera, and Olivier in 

Strauss’ Capriccio for Garsington Festival Opera. 

Accompanied by pianist Denise Crowley, Gavan 

will sing Beethoven’s An die ferne geliebte, and 

Schumann’s beautiful Dichterliebe.  

60 minutes, from €20.00

(Ticket holders for this recital can also enjoy the gorgeous 
Salterbridge Gardens, and an art exhibition featuring  
the work of Mary Lincoln, Cormac Boydell and Poppy Hunt). 

Friday Double Bill Special Offer
Including Lunch - See website for details
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TALKS AND 
RECITALS

Sunday June 3rd
Cappoquin House – 12 Noon

Blackwater Valley Opera Festival Orchestra

Built on the site of an old Fitzgerald castle, 

Cappoquin House is an 18th century Georgian 

Mansion. Enjoy some delicious chamber music 

played in this ideal setting by Elizabeth Cooney 

on violin and clarinettist Deirdre O’Leary, of the 

Blackwater Valley Festival Orchestra, and find 

yourself transported back in time to an age of 

concert salons and soirees. It’s a perfect Sunday 

wind-down as your Festival draws to a close.

60 minutes, from €20.00
(Ticket holders for this recital also gain entry to the gardens,  
which were laid out in the 19th century, and brought to their 
present state by Lady Olivia Keane in the 1950s).

Sunday June 3rd
Tourin House – 3.00 pm

Royal Irish Academy of Music

Enjoy a perfect finale to your Festival with the 

best new talent from the Royal Irish Academy of 

Music and the Cork School of Music in the very 

special environs of Tourin House. An Italianate-

style villa, Tourin is built on the site of a 1560 

tower house, though the current classically-

proportioned villa was built in 1840. Tourin is 

home to the Jameson family (of Irish whiskey 

fame), and their shared love of music makes 

them ideal hosts for our concluding concert 

this year. Full details to be announced, see our 

website for updates.

60 minutes, from €20.00
(Ticket holders for this recital also gain entry to the famous 
Tourin gardens and woodland, created by countless 
generations since the 1500s, and extending 15 acres to the 
banks of the Blackwater river).

www.blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com
+353 (0) 85 2078944

Blackwater Valley Festival Venue Map
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Shining Lights Circle  
The 100 Club – €1,200 
Shining Lights lead the way as our core  
supporters for this very special Festival. 

Limited to just 100 members,  
join the 100 Club and you will enjoy:

•  Acknowledgment as a member of the  
100 Club in the Festival Programme

• Exclusive 100 Club event – Dinner/Luncheon – with music

• Priority Booking/Seating Service

• Access to VIP area at the Festival

• Meet the Cast opportunity

• Reserved seat at ‘Know before you go’

• Complimentary Festival Programme

• Electronic Newsletter

Ambassador Circle
Book eight tickets for the Blackwater Valley 
Opera Festival and you’ll automatically become  
a Festival Ambassador, and receive:

•  Acknowledgement as an Ambassador  
in the Festival Programme

• Prosecco on arrival

• Complimentary Festival Programme

SUPPORT THE BLACKWATER VALLEY OPERA FESTIVAL,
WE’D LOVE YOU TO BE PART OF THE STORY!

Do you love opera? Adore beautiful music?  

Do you want to support new talent, and become 

part of something bigger? 

We’d love to invite you to join us as a member  

of our circle of Festival Patrons and Friends.

Friends of the Blackwater Valley Opera Festival 

join a special family, sharing advance information, 

priority booking and more. You’ll also become an 

integral part of a movement that’s keeping opera 

in Ireland vital and alive, for this and for  

future generations. 

Corporate Membership packages 
Available for groups of ten – from €2,500.

Leading Lights Circle - €100 
Become a Leading Light and you’ll receive:

•  Acknowledgment as a Friend  
in the Festival Programme

• Priority Booking/Seating Service

• Electronic Newsletter

Limelight Circle - €300 
Step into the Limelight as a Festival  
Patron and we’ll be happy to share:

•  Acknowledgment as a Friend  
in the Festival Programme

• Priority Booking/Seating Service

• Access to VIP area at the Festival

• Complimentary Festival Programme

• Electronic Newsletter

Join online: www.blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com

Or contact:  our Friends Coordinator  
Fiona Howard  +353 (0) 87 119 3990

Or email: friends@blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com

Join us!



Thank You 
Foundation Supporters Circle

For passionate music lovers, and those wanting 

to play an integral role in the support and 

development of young and emerging  

musical talent. 

Foundation supporters use their love of music 

to help ensure this wonderful art form remains 

vibrant and alive into the future, and they are at 

the heart of everything we do.

Benefits include two tickets to the Opera,  

and to all of the recitals.

Please contact us for further information,  

and the full benefits of joining the Foundation 

Supporters Circle. 

Membership level €5,000 

Foundation Patrons

The Blackwater Valley Opera Festival is also 

pleased to have a select circle of Foundation 

Patrons, whose generosity enables the  

movement to bring new and established  

talent, wonderful music and an unforgettable 

event to this very special part of Ireland  

each year. 

Foundation Patrons are our Archangels,  

and we are exceptionally grateful to them. 

Benefits include four tickets to the Opera,  

and to all of the recitals.

Please contact us for further information,  

and the full benefits of becoming a  

Foundation Patron. 

Membership level €10,000

While it may sometimes look like magic, opera truly is a team 
event, combining singing, dancing, acting, music, as well as  
all the wonderful staging, costumes and direction that makes  
it come alive... And that’s before you go behind the scenes. 

So we’d love to take this opportunity to thank Lord and 
Lady Burlington for welcoming us to Lismore Castle, to all 
at St Carthage’s Cathedral, Lismore, and to all our sponsors, 
supporters, funders, friends, patrons, singers, musicians, sister 
festivals, advisors, volunteers, accommodation providers, hosts 
for the recitals, audiences from Ireland and around the world, 
and all the people of the Blackwater Valley, who make us  
so welcome each year. 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
We quite simply couldn’t do it without you.

THE FOUNDATION OF 
EVERYTHING WE DO



www.blackwatervalleyoperafestival.com
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